-fOMPSON.

®M*l?*(

REPORTS
OF THE

AUDITOES
AND

COMMITTEE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL
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25,

CONCORD

1860

:

FOGG, HADLEY & CO., PRINTERS.
1860.

SELECTMEN'S KEPOLT.

The undersigned, Selectmen of Gilmanton, report the
indebtedness of the old town of Gilmanton at the time of
the division, including the support of the Poor of ssaid town
to Oct. 28th, 1859, being the time on which the said paupers were divided, as follows:
June

5, '58.

March

26.

April 19,
a

June 25,

Order

in favor

'59, "
u

"
u

«

"

of S. Shannon,
S. Hadley,
'

'

u

a

182 CO
200 00
284 95

Keasor,
63 25
"
April 9, '59, "
Adino Page,
867 94
Interest on the above to the time of division, 598 24

June 25.

J. L.

Dec.

7,

Dec. 22,

u

Total amount brought over,

To Town

of Loudon,

—
AUDITOR'S REPORT.

We have examined the accounts, orders, and vouchers
presented to us by the Selectmen and Town Treasurer, and
find the following to be the result.
We find the Treasurer has paid the following sums by
order of the Selectmen
:

Paid orders of the old town of Gilmanton

Paid 13-20 of Adino Page's order,

—

:

9

Paid orders of new town of Gilmanton
Physicians' bills

poor in town,
N. Wight, for poor in town,
N. Wight, for poor on town farm,

Paigl J. S. O'Donnell, for

Paid poor

off

the town farm

L.

H. Mudgett,

G.

W.

Ross, for

Mary Watson,
J. S.

for L. C. Hill,

widow D. Lougee,
widow D. Lougee,

for

Morgan, for

coffin for

Page

child,

69 68

4 00
1

00

10
Paid

S.

S.
S.

Shannon' in part for services,
Shannon, in part for services,
Shannon, for beef cow,

J. S.

Morgan, for

20 00
25 00
18 00
3 50

coffin,

$170 27
Paid Upper Gilmanton for 7-20 of
and hay,

Paid

Town Farm
$852 00

current expenses.

Paid school commissioner,
O. A. J. Yaughan,

23 22

C. Arlin, constable fees,
W. Page, constable fees,

J.

K. Woodman, record books and stationery,
W. Sanborn, record books and stationery,
Reuben Edgerley and J. C. Tilton, services
as comnmtee in dividing town property,

J.

L.

Administrator of I. Ellsworth's
abatement of tax,

County

estate

for

tax,

perambulating town line,
Wells, for making report of town
J. S. Tufts, for liquor bought,
J. P. Boody, for recording assignment,
C. E. Plumer, for money paid soldiers,
J. P. Hill, for

J.

W.

J. S.

line,

Morgan, for book cases, &c,

State tax, in part,

Morgan, work on Academy Hall,
Smith, as committee to call the
meeting in town,

J. S.

J. E.

first

C. Gilman, ditto,

The

several school districts,

$2626 46

:

11

Thomas Adams

Treasurer, in account with the
Gilmanton, February 24th, 1860

—

town of
De.

To

the amount of taxes committed to Charles E,

Plumer and Alvah Foss

for collection,

for the year 1859,

To

Sept. 10.
"

"

"

«

Sept. 14.

"

Nov. 23.

«
"

Dec. 1.
Dec. 3.
Feb. 1.
Feb. 4.
Feb. 15.

«
"

1

"
"

Feb. 25.

«

cash hired of F. M. Avers,
"
David Hatch,
«
Reuben Edgerley,
«
John L. Kelley,
«
Betsey O. Copp,
«
Eliza M. Gilman,
"
Reuben Edgerley,
"
Horace Edgerley,
»
Jona. P. Hill,
received for liquor, paid by
Nicholas D. Garmon,
received of Upper Gilmanton,
hired of J. P. Hill,

$4272
125
250
100
200
160
1000
300
125
150

09

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

68 51
41 20
50 00

$6841 80
Cr.

By

paid orders of old town of Gilmanton,
orders of new town of Gilmanton as follows
Physicians' Bills,

town farm,
and bridges,
for poor in other towns chargable to this
for poor on town farm,
Upper Gilmanton for 7-20 of town farm
and hay,
for

poor

off the

for old roads

current expenses,

Balance of Taxes not collected,
Cash on hand,

$6841 80

THOMAS ADAMS,
JOHN

K.

WILLIAM

WOODMAN
N.

SWAIN,

)><Selectmen of
\ Gilmanton.

Treasurer.

:

12
February 25, 1860. The undersigned have carefully examined the foregoing accounts, and find them correctly cast
and properly vouched, and a balance due the town of the
sum of one thousand six hundred and fifty-five dollars and
twenty-four cents.

SIMON CLOUGH,
CHRISTOPHER C. DOW,

>
i Auditors.
S

JOHN W. PAGE.

Funds

of the town.

$161 75
417 82

Literary fund,

Parsonage fund,

We

town indebted

find the

to the

funds as follows

To parsonage fund,
To literary fund,
All of which

$131 96
161 75
is

respectfully submitted.

SIMON CLOUGH,
CHRISTOPHER C. DOW,

)
V

JOHN W. PAGE.

S

Auditors.

Indebtedness of the town Feb., 25, 1860.

We

the

find

follows viz

town indebted

for

outstanding orders as

:

Frances M. D. Ayers, for money hired,
"
"
David Hatch,
"
"
"
«
Reuben Edgerly,

John L. Kelley,

u

"

"

Chas. Sargent, constable fees,
Betsey O. Copp, for money hired,
Lewis G. Lougee, for an old town order taken up,
Eliza M. Gilman, for money hired,
"

"

«

Reuben Edgerley,

"

"

«

«

"

"

00
00
00
00
1 00
160 00
246 90
500 00
500 00
300 00

$125
250
100
200

5 85

H
G. H. Potter,

:

15

REPORT ON TOWN FARM.
The undersigned, selectmen of Gilmanton, having had
no control of the town farm or paupers thereon until since
the division of said paupers, which was on the 28th of
October, therefore they make no farther report than the
following

Town Farm,

Schedule of property on
lectmen,

February

10 tons English hay,
10 tons meadow hay,
2
2
2
2

as appraised by Se-

17, 1860.
:

110 00

oxen,
three year old steers,
two year old heifers,
one year old heifers,

5 cows,
1 horse,
3 shoats,

200 bushels potatoes,
450 pounds beef,
350 pounds pork,
2 barrels cider,
50 bushels carrots,
6 bushel turnips,
2 bushels beets,

35
11
36
32

pounds butter,

bushels wheat,
bushels corn,
bushels oats,
3 bushels beans,
2 bushels peas,

36 pounds tallow,
36 pounds lard,
20 pounds dried apples,
1 barrel

soap,

$928 10

:

16

Number of persons now on town farm, supported by the
town, is 15 whose names arid ages are as follows
Cynthia B. Pulsifer 4; Dudley J. Weeks, 72; Thomas
Elkins, 74; Charles Bean, 65; Alvah F. Willey, 10; Francis Keniston, 56
George F. Keniston, 5 Lois Thompson,
80; Eliza Thompson, 50; Mehitable Elkins, 69; Polly
Morrill, 72
Mercy Elkins, 47 Mary Keniston, 34 Mary
F. Keniston, 2 Lydia Avery, 76.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

JOHN

K.

HENRY

WOODMAN,

~)

MARSH,

i

E.

WILLIAM

N.

SWAIN,

Selectmen
of

) Gilmanton.

REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE TOWN
OF GILMANTON,
report on the schools of the autumn and winter,
most of the summer schools had closed. They
were visited at their commencement by the committee in the old town, and
only a few of them were visited by us at the close.

Your committee can only

as

we were

not appointed

till

DISTRICT NO.

1.

Taught by Frank S. French. This teacher had the
School, six weeks.
control of his scholars, and ruled with dignity. There was, however, a want
of interest in the studies, and too little desire to learn. Some classes made
The school-room, though pleasant, needs better arrangefair improvement.
ments

for ventilation*

DISTRICT No.

4.

Term, eleven weeks. Whole number, 19. Average attendance, 15. Taught
by Miss Arianna Canney. Miss C. seemed to gain the affections of her
pupils, and to govern by kindness.
There were more classes than were advantagous. Greater punctuality in the morning and regularity of attendance is also very desirable. The house has arrangements for ventilation
through the broken plastering and the floor.

DISTRICT No.

5.

Eleven and one-half weeks. Taught by Harlan I\ Gilinan. This school
made good improvement in their studies. The habit of speaking too low
caused many of the scholars to appear at disadvantage, and needs to be corrected.
More promptness and confidence would probably be a benefit to Mr.
If the members of this district go into
G., but he is an excellent instructor.
the school-house, they

know

its

condition.

DISTRICT No.

8.

Seven weeks. Taught by William II. Shcpard. This school made decided
improvement during the short term, and proved, that for scholars to learn, it
is not indispensable to have a new school-house
yet a better house is very
much needed, and doubtless will soon be built, and then we may hope for
still more improvement in studies.
Build a good house when you build at
all.
This teacher needs to acquire ease and ready command of his knowledge. The regular attendance in this district is very commendable.
;

DISTRICT No.

9.

Taught by Mr. Harlan Page. The faithfulness, excellent qualifications,
and tact for teaching manifested by this teacher, had a great effect on the
school. There was more promptness and regularity of attendance, and much
less noise and whispering than usual, though the habit of having communications has been strongly fixed for years,
liut Mr. F. had good control.
The
class in Colburn's Arithmetic appeared remarkably well, and there was no
preparation of examples beforehand.

18
DISTRICT No.

20.

Taught by Miss Martha O. Plumer. Here is a neat schoolan interesting teacher, and interested scholars. The parents also
showed commendable interest by being present at the close. There was general good order, quietness and improvement.

Ten weeks.

house,

DISTRICT No.

24.

Eight weeks. Taught by Miss Frances H. Moody. Miss M. had the
affection of her scholars, yet she should be the regulator, and have steady
control of the whole school but she was overburdened by too many classes.
There is an inclination to whispering and idleness on the part of some, but
the regular attendance, promptness and steadiness, showed a desire to learn.
;

DISTRICT No.

26.

A

good school-house ; a
Ten weeks. Taught by Miss Susan A. Smith.
teacher devoted to her work and attentive to each scholar in particular, made
Perhaps disproportionate attention was given
this a very profitable school.
to the study of arithmetic, and too few attended to the other fundamental
great sadness attended the close of
branches, grammar and geography.
the summer school, in the death of one of the pupils.

A

DISTRICT No.

27.

Taught by Mr. George W. Adams. Six weeks. The business of teaching
any school, however small, is very noble and honorable, and Mr. A. filled an
important office. Biit patience is needed with the little ones, and a teacher
must be equable. There was some noise, but great improvement was made
The teacher did not keep his register perfectly. Your committee
in study.

would suggest to parents that the great object of the school is to help prepare children and youth for good character, success and usefulness in life.
Therefore the character of the influences thrown around the schools should
receive most careful attention from all, and a decidedly moral influence should
be required of every teacher. Greater interest should also be shown by the
all would give due attention to
parents and members of the districts.
their schools, the labor of the superintending school committee might be dispensed with, except that all would gladly employ them, for they would see
Some of the teachers need to
the necessity and importance of those labors.
review their studies. The numbering of the districts is thrown into confusion
by the division of the town, and a new numbering is needed.

K

DISTRICT No.

2.

Miss Laura J. Lougee, teacher. "Whole number, 36. Average attendance,
Length of term, 18 weeks. This school commenced in the fall, and con28.
tinued sixteen weeks. A portion of the scholars attended through the entire
Some, who were present when the school was first visited, came from
term.
Others did
adjoining districts, and left when their own school commenced.
not attend till near the middle of the term therefore the improvement of the
scholars, as a whole, cannot be definitely reported.
The school appeared very pleasant and orderly at both visits, and very
commendable improvement was manifest, especially in some of the classes in
reading. Miss Lougee has had considerable experience as a teacher, and has,
;

in this school, fully sustained her previous reputation.

19
DISTRICT No.

3.

David S. Dockham, teacher. Length of term, 10 weeks. "Whole number,
This is the second winter Mr. Dockham has
25. Average attendance, 24.
taught in this district, to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. Here are
some large scholars, who are well advanced in some of the branches pursued,
More attention to reading in
especially in mental and written arithmetic.
the larger classes would have been profitably bestowed.

DISTRICT No.

G.

James W. Cogswell, teacher. Term, 8 weeks. Whole number, 28. Average attendance, 25. That " a prophet is not without honor, save in his own
country," is a proverb of remote antiquity. The experience of Mr. Cogswell proves that a teacher may have honor in his own district. By his gentle
but firm and manly bearing, he has secured excellent order, and at the same
time the affectionate regard of his pupils, as is shown by their punctual attendance, and their promptness in obeying his requirements. Twelve scholars did not Avhisper during the term, and several others only once, each
through forgetfulness. It is needless to add, good improvement was made.

DISTRICT No.

7.

Length of term, 12 weeks. Whole numA very small but pleasant school. Miss
Young acted upon the principle, that what is worth doing, is worth doing
She labored assiduously and successfully for the improvement of her
well.
five scholars, and the result was a decided success.
Miss

ber, G.

Mary A. Young,

teacher.

Average attendance,

5 1-2.

DISTRICT No.

10.

Mr. Daniel H. Rowe, Gilford, teacher. Length of term, 6 2-3 weeks.
Whole number, 9. Average attendance, 8. A correct system of education
embraces physical, intellectual and moral culture, and no one of these is of
much practical value unless accompanied by the other. With this view of
the subject, Mr. R. labored for the correction of every moral delinquency
and every pernicious habit, including that American nuisance, tobacco, which
he banished from his school-room. He aimed at thoroughness rather than
rapid progress, (which is the true principle.)
Good improvement was made
considering the brevity of the term.

DISTRICT No.
25.

11.

W.

Clay, teacher.
Length of term, 15 weeks. Whole number,
Average attendance, 20. Here is a new and convenient house, well

Miss Carrie

painted and handsomely papered properly ventilated, and provided with a
good blackboard. Also a code of by-laws has been adopted, printed, framed
and posted up in the house, providing for its preservation and repair in case
of injury. Miss Clay is an experienced teacher, and in this school has fully
sustained her former reputation. Every department received its proper share of
attention, and the thoroughness of the teacher in asking, and the promptness
of the scholars in answering questions, showed that the instruction given had
been thorough and pactical, and that the scholars had made good use of their
time.
Whispering was almost entirely banished. About two-thirds of the
scholars did not whisper during the term.
Moreover, the inhabitants manifested a commendable interest by frequent visits during the term, and by
being present at the examination.
;

20
DISTRICT No.

12.

Taught by A. Ilayden Hatch. Length of term, 9 weeks. Whole number
of scholars, 25. Average attendance, 18 43-50. Mr. Hatch possesses superior qualifications, a happy talent for imparting instruction, a dee2) sense of the
importance of the trust committed to the teacher, and was untiring in his
When such
efforts to promote the best interests of those under his care.
efforts meet a due response on the part of the scholar, the best results cannot
Good improvement was made, especially in reading and spellfail to follow.
ing, and there were individual instances of praiseworthy industry.

DISTRICT No.

16.

Term, 12 weeks. Hannah W. Eastman, teacher. Whole number of scholAverage attendance, 21. The inhabitants of this district like those
iu No. 11, have displayed a praiseworthy liberality in building a good, subars, 28.

stantial,

The entry

convenient house, in a pleasant location.

is

furnished

with hooks for the boys' hats, and adjoining it is a closet for the girls' clothThe walls and desks are grained and
It is provided with a ventilator.
ing.
there is
varnished, and in the rear is the recitation seat, and a black-board
There are several excellent scholars in this
also a black-board in front.
school, and others might become so if they would give proper attention to
The classes in grammar and arithmetic were very smart.
their studies.
;

DISTRICT No.

2S.

Term, 10 weeks. Ira L. Berry, teacher. Whole number, 52. Average
attendance, 38. Here is a large amount of money, and too many scholars
but with a poor house,
for one teacher, even under favorable circumstances
a heterogeneous mass of school books, and very little apparent interest on
the part of the parents, scholars habitually tardy at the commencement, and
asking dismission before the close of the exercises, no teacher can do justice
How much Mr. Berry accomplished under such
to himself or the school.
circumstances, your committee is unable to report, as he was not notified of
;

the close.
As a whole, we are making some progress in our common schools ; a maThose that ate not
jority of the houses are convenient and in good repair.
And parents cannot long be blind to
so, will soon be remodelled or rebuilt.
the fact that their own superintendence is one of the strongest incitements to

and improvement.
The present unfortunate condition

effort

of the school books must give place to
occaa uniform system. Frequent changes in school-books is a great evil
sional changes are beneficial, but they should never be made without due
;

deliberation, and the most careful investigation of the merits of the different
would not cast any reflections upon our predecessors, but
publications.
it seems a little remarkable that we find nearly all the recently published
reading books now in our schools. Such a variety must be a serious impediment to improvement. Such frequent changes have iritated the parents and
prejudiced them against all changes, however needful. Let us make one
united effort to eradicate the evil.

We

All of which

is

respectfully submitted,

ROGER
JOHN

by your committee.

M. SARGENT,

L.

KELLEY,

>

)

Superintending School
Committee.

